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‘Not to Oppose but to Rethink’
The New Left Discourse on the Chinese Reforms

Dominik Mierzejewski

During the last 30 years, China has been expengmnaipid economic and social transforma-
tions. The reform introduced in 1978 was basetherrejection of Mao Zedong’s concept of
‘the class struggle as a major principle,” and wmgl the new concept of the ‘building econ-
omy as a center’ instead. The four modernizatiosapen-up policy have changed China’s
political and economic faces. On the one hand, €d@rsocial economy has scored tremen-
dous achievements such as GDP growth and FDI isflow the other hand, various kinds of
contradictions have gradually accumulated and bea®ver more conspicuous.

China’s intellectuals have not looked on these lgrobs unconcerned. In fact, newly
formed groups, the Liberalgiyou pa) and the New Leftxin zuopa), have been engaging in
debates. Paradoxically, since the Tiananmen craakdo 1989, discussions on China’s re-
form have been brought to the light. The Liberaséiargued that it is only through democ-
racy and direct and open elections that China coulfcome its problems with corruption
and distributive inefficiency. In contrast, the Néwft have advocated ‘a healthy socialist
development’ and building a social welfare state.

In the 1990s, the Communist Party of China turm¢d & very large and complex organi-
zation, incapable of speaking on core ideologisalieés with a unified voice. Indeed, there
has been considerable debate among Party theandtstellectuals about the nature of re-
forms and China’s future development.

In this study, which has been based mainly on Gleipgimary sources such as books, ar-
ticles and commentaries published both in papenfand on the Internet, the author focuses
on the discourse analystsThrough research into public discussions, thiglarattempts to
explore whether there is a direct correspondentedes the activities of intellectuals and
the process of creating the institution and shapiegattitudes of the Communist Party of
China. The major issues to answer are:

= How have the New Left intellectuals answered todfiigials’ reforms concept?

= What kind of arguments have they used to judgeé#ny’s ideas?

= To what extent have the New Left's arguments be&ert into consideration by the
central government?

= Why have the authorities allowed for a relativelgef public debates over internal af-
fairs?

The article begins with a presentation of a fewn@ke scholars’ perspectives on the divi-
sions within the New Left. This section will pro@dhe reader with a useful, general descrip-
tion that will enable the author to present his oxw on the problem. It goes on to present
major publications from the 1990s and selectedragmis raised by the New Left thinkers. In

the second and third sections, the article focaseseveral problems discussed by the New
Left intellectuals, namely: internal disparitiesivate property, identity crisis and nationalism.
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In the final remarks, the author presents his viemthe role of the intellectuals’ discourse in
the construction of political and social realitytihe People’s Republic of China.

The Left Movement since 1989

In fact, any classification of the intellectual&iteg part in ‘the reforms debate’ into particular
categories should be undertaken with caution, arglviery hard to divide these intellectuals
into several types. It remains to be seen whetludgaa-cut definition of the New Left will be
possible to formulate. Only a few Chinese schdfege tried to propose a dentition, but in a
rather descriptive manner. According to Chineselseh, such as Zhang Fengan, there are
five groups pai or xuepai— schools of thought) within the Left intellectsi@roup: Marxists,
Stalinist, Anti-lmperialist, Social Democrats ame tNew Left. Differentiating between these
groups, Zhang has used their approaches to contamggdhina’s problems as the main crite-
rion.

For the purpose of this paper, the author has dddinl present the description of the last
two groups. This is necessary for further undedstajmof the author’s criteria that formulate
a descriptionof the New Left. To begin with, Social Democraes slevelopment and ad-
justment of the Communist ideology as the prin@mssential to China’s future development.
They have argued that the best example to follosvbeen the Western Social Democratic
model. In this case, the group has rejected Capitahnd has been similar to the European
Social Demaocratic parties. Consequently, this leagesl to support democracy and to oppose
the Stalin’s concept of the state. Moreover, Sisiinhad created a few unresolved problems,
for instance, a centralized powgyanliao— over employment in the governmental sector, a
restriction of human rights€nmin quanl) and a wrong interpretation of the true intentions
of socialism. The Cultural Revolution was recogdias a terrible mistake that had separated
the party from the masses and triggered contradistivithin Chinese society. Contrary to
the Maoist's view based on relying on the masye&do quanzhonjg this group has sup-
ported the rule of law. In their view on the ref&;nthey have valued the Western style of
governing for freedom and tolerance. The major paiscussed by them has been the dispar-
ity between the rich and the poor and a hope fergibvernment to take a necessary step to
resolve this problem. Another problem which hasb&teongly emphasized is ‘the independ-
ence of human beingsignge ziyoy and the necessity to introduce future reformgecor
spondingly. As Zhang has admitted, the Social Deatseare the most influential, opinion-
forming and dynamic group within the Left grotip.

The second group within the Left has been callegdyie scholars ‘the New Left.” Ac-
cording to Wen Dale, the New Left has grouped ttogiepeople ranging from ‘social democ-
rats to economic nationalists to Maoists,” The tékew Left’ was used for the first time in
June 1994, iBeijing Qingnian BaqThe Beijing Youth). It has become more populacsi
the publication of Wang Hui's article in 1992 different approach to the characterization of
the New Left has been undertaken by Li He. Havimglywed several publication of the New
Left, Li He, admitted that this group focuses mgioh the economy. They have advocated
the leading role of the state and Keynes’ attittmdeard a national financial system. What is
more, they have perceived globalization as a chgélevhich does not have beneficial effects
on the state of the country, and have seen thergment as the power to reform Chihan-
other perspective on the New Left thinkers was mjilbg Xiao Gonggin. He has divided the
New Left into three groups: scholars with cultisaldies backgroundven xue ji3, the left-
ist economist linked to the Western schools of eaains guopai de jingji xuejianand na-
tionalist that are against the Wefstn xifang minzu zhuyi zhé
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According to Zhang Fennan, the New Left has beeimlpnaomposed of two subgroups: the
New Maoist kin Mao Zedong paiand Nationalistquojia zhuyi pgi. The major outlook of
the first subgroup has been based on: dialectiedmalism regarding Marxism as a utopian
system and the criticism of the individualism prdatbby the Western economists, which
has been perceived as wrong and unsuitable tohimesk realities. Maoism has been recog-
nized a system of values more advanced than Markisoause of its voluntarism-based
background’

The second subgroup has been identified as thalSdationalist or the Nationalist. This
group consists mainly of left-wing economists. Thaiajor arguments have been based on
the criticism of international free trade agreersarid supported the state’s control over the
social and economic system. In contrast to the efp@ntioned groups within the Left, Social
Nationalists have stressed the importance of gemo@iguo zhuy). Although China has
made great progress in its economic performangeany other aspects, the state has been
failing. The disparity between the rich and the p@timate change, the transfer of property
rights of State Owned Enterprises from the statbéqrivate sector and moral disruption are
only a few problems that China has faced since 198ir skepticism about neo-liberalism
and liberal democracy has been driven on the ond b their anxiety about ‘social and
political stability’ inside the People’s Republit©hina, and on the other hand, by the fear of
developed countries of the West seeking to cortarrise of China. The Nationalist group
has considered liberal market reforms, accessithe®VTO and the possibility of the future
implementation of parliamentary elections as aahte the unitary system of the state. They
have blamed external enemies, namely globalizadiod imperialism, for the failures of
China’s central government. By promoting the rdi¢he one-party state, the value of collec-
tivism and the importance of holding the ‘banndritiee reviving the national greatness of
China, they have tried to enhance their positiaiwithe party intellectuals nexus. Chen Xin,
a professor of sociology at the Chinese Academyafial Science (CASS) and a self-
described New Lefter, said that in the late 198fs New Left had increasingly been relying
on nationalist populisrf.

The major vanguard of the New Left ideas are magazsuch as: ‘Du Zhe’ (Reading) -
published since 1979, ‘Zhongguo Gaige’ (China’s drR@f) and ‘Tianya’ (The Horizon).
However, in the last few years the most influerifiahe New Left website named Utopia.

Among Chinese scholars there are many who idethitégnselves with the Left movement.
The leading academics are based in Beijing: Wang Elu Zhiyuan and in Hong Kong Gan
Yang and Wang Shaogang. As it has been observéd g, they all have Western educa-
tional background$.

It is difficult to resist the conclusion that thew Left may be defined in many ways. All
the approaches mentioned above are equally amlsgldte author argues that the Chinese
New Left has been mainly striving for a Chinesadagi®f development consisting of a partly
planned economy, social justice, implementatioa @felfare state and nationalism based on
the Chinese traditions and a multinational state.

Major critics in the 1990s.

In a broader perspective, the political discouns¢he reform in China has been strengthened
due to the fall of liberal politicians Hu Yaobangdazhao Ziyang. Soon after 4 June, liberal
ideas were attacked by the official media and awéc¢ournals. As a result of a political
decision, the modernization was stopped for moae tivo years. Some scholars provoked a
lively discussion, focusing on existing ideologydahe ‘power of money.’ The turning point
was reached in the beginning of 1992 when, duriagisit to the South of China, Deng Xia-
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oping decided to reopen the country. Along witts ttiecision, contrary to the previous two
years, a storm of criticism came from the left andew slogan “the liberation of the mind”
(jiefang sixiang was played up in a “Renmin Ribao” editorfaOn the other hand, the re-
opening drove the Left-oriented intellectuals tmsider the fact that similar changes in Po-
land, Hungary or Russia would lead to a belief thdeclining of ideology could be a serious
problem to solve for Chinese authorities. In thespect, they have been worried about the
loss of the central influence of power.

In July 1992, Prime Minister Li Peng substantiatee major view on reforms. In an arti-
cle published in “Renmin Ribao,” Li proposed a foiten of ‘small bureaucracies providing
big service’ kiao jiguan, da fuw)*? However, Li Peng was considered by the New Leti as
mainstay of conservatism; he suggested a limitaifdhe local authorities’ power. He used a
slogan typical for the Chinese political systermhisf times:shichang tiaoj ‘the adjustment
by market.” The discussion that exploded inside plagty came to be more public after
“Renmin Ribao” advocated giving the power back nteeprises and market§ 'Since 1992,
debates on central power and an unlimited or lidngevernmentyouxian zhengy have
been held?

The major point of the disputes amongst Chinesdl@utuals concerning economic per-
formance has been Deng’s reform model of comparatilvantages. In this respect, accord-
ing to Shi Zhong, China’s economic future and nalosecurity depended on the strategic
interests of other countries. This situation wamingscent of nineteenth century history after
the Opium Wars and the unequal treaties imposed @tuina by Western nations. In conse-
guence of this dependence, regarded as an adimny globalization,” China would lose its
national sovereignty. The export-oriented econoteelopment advocated by Hu Yaobang,
Zhao Ziyang and Deng Xiaoping has implied that @lsreconomy has had to be fully inte-
grated into the world system. For the New Left'teilectuals, the comparative advantages
have meant following international rules and nosstablished by developed Western coun-
tries. According to, Shi Zhong, the United Statas begun to feel ‘threatened’ by China’s
comparative advantages and has urged the Wesiptmsara technological embargo and eco-
nomic sanctions to limit China’s development.

The first well-known New Left scholars to write ¢ms subject were Wang Shaoguang
and Hu Angang. While the Liberals believe the statest shrink in order to facilitate a grow-
ing market economy, Hu and Wang claimed the oppokit1993 they published\'Study of
China State Capacityh which they argued that a strong state is necgdsr market reform.
China is still undergoing two profound transforroas. The first is connected with changing
the country from a predominantly agrarian into edeminantly industrial and service-based
economy. The second transformation is changingldr@ned economy into a modern market
system:°

The next wave of criticism was connected with tlw®k published in 1994Viewing
China Through the Third Eyeésyritten by Wang Shan, a deputy director of thejiBg Op-
era Academy. The central theme of the criticism tesfear that a movement away from
central planning and public ownership could leaddoial disintegration. According to Wang
Shan, the main threat to China has been interrgation. The changes of social strata inside
China and building the new ‘enlightened urbanizi# evas perceived as a major threat to
ideological orthodoxy.” The next stage was takerDeyng Liqun who has been attributed as
the author of the ‘Ten Thousand Words Letter.” Huthor opposed ‘bourgeois liberaliza-
tion’ and proposed to control or even close the s type of entertainment’ such as pubs,
bars, golf clubs and lotteries or casings.

During the Fourteenth Party Congress in 1994, thiase of other communist countries
had become a theme for academics to warn the ComtrRerty of China about the pressing
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need to accompany economic reform with politicahraie. As Kang Xiaoguang from the
Chinese Academy of Social Science has remarkedathd fall of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union was a result of ideology’s failtwdegitimize the political powef

Soon after the Taiwan crisis in 1995-1996, the Lre#llectuals were allowed to publish a
highly controversial book ‘China Can Say No.” Sd@@mng and other journalists advocated
independent development based on Chinese traditmalaes and national pride. They
equated modernization with westernization and agttise government of being pro-western.
‘China Can Say No’ was widely popular and influeht? These public feelings resulted in
strengthening the central policy toward a patrieiitication. It is worth mentioning that in
August 1994, a document on Patriotic Educatiokigyo zhuyi jiaoyu shishi gangypput
forward a new formula for promoting patriotism agpporting civil activities in this aréa

The fundamental economic reforms and large-scalafmation in Jiang Zemin’'s era
have been examined in detail. In September 199Mmglthe 15th Party Congress, the CCP
admitted that the non-public economy was an importamponent of the Chinese Socialist
Market Economy and a key factor of basic econom@hima. In the year when the financial
crisis started in South-East Asia, Jiang Zemintewiprivate businesspeople to join the na-
tional economy and party apparatus. That facabei the New Left!

Moreover, as a result of such a policy adopted dosmopolitan’ elites lead by Jiang
Zemin, high ranking party members suggested theryhef ‘three represents’sén ge dai-
biao). The first stage of promoting ttean ge daibiaovas taken during Jiang Zemin'’s
speech on 20 February 2000, when he remarked:

“(...) Party enjoys the people's support is thabtlyhout the historical periods of revolution,

construction and reform, it has always representeel development trend of China's ad-
vanced productive forces, the orientation of Chsradvanced culture, and the fundamental
interests of the overwhelming majority of the Chaeeople. (...) Under the new conditions
of historic significance, how our Party can betteanslate the Three Represents into action
constituztzes a major issue that all Party membesgeeially senior officials, must ponder

deeply’

In fact, he admitted that ideology in China hasracpcal and utilitarian character. For the
New Left this kind of arguments calls for rejection

Finally, the Communist Party of China allowed a n#ass stratum to rise — the capital-
ists. The origin of capitalism in China was equateith the foreign capital. Having taken the
path of reforms, China is the world’s largest reap of direct investment. After size restric-
tions on private firms were lifted in 1987, thevatie sector bloomed and, by the mid-1990s,
it accounted for 40 per cent of the non-agriculteraployment.

The policies of Jiang Zemin's group have created peoblems in China. The coastal
politicians, mainly from Shanghai, have favouredibass and economic development over
social justice and security. Paradoxically, beimgaathoritarian, the communist party has
been fostering a free market economy and privaipepty rights while espousing socialism.
This has been a simple road to various problent) as social inequality, income disparity,
corruption and a breakdown of national identity.

Income disparities, private property and alternatives
Rapid economic growth has generated new problerttinMChinese society, including in-

come disparities, mass labor migration and socmtiegts. As Hu Angang has remarked, ‘the
class income disparitiesji€ju shouru chayuhave been growing along with the GDP. Con-
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sidering this problem, Hu has used the Gini Ifd@xorder to illustrate the real challenges of
China’s reforms. In 1978, the Gini Index for pedadasuseholds was 0,212, but in 1990 and
1995 — it was 0,310 and 0,340 respectively. For @wellers, the Gini Index from 1978 to
2001 jumped from 0,16 to 0,323. These indicatoesare of the highest in the world. Ac-
cording to the most recent data from the NationateBu of Statistics, the Gini Index in-
creased to 0,458 ratio for the whole coufifrf\nother problem pointed out by Hu Angang is
differences within the same social stratum. AsNlational Bureau of Statistics reported, the
richest 20% of peasants have registered incom&$@2,22 RMB. On the other hand, the
poorest peasants have registered incomes of 15RIVI. In this respect, the income dif-
fered by a ratio of 4,9 : 1 in the same socialtstra A similar situation in townships has also
taken placé®

In fact, Zhang Welying claims that the countryudi bf half-completed reforms. He also
fears that the government has lost its drive tatlseg@rocess through to its logical conclusion,
and that it is going to write itself out of the aomnic picture.

The next problem that has remained unresolved issntebor migration. It has been
caused by the modernization and urbanization pseses In 1975, only 17,4% China was
urbanized , but after 1982, when the reforms iranréreas started, mass migration occurred.
Between 1982 and 2000, mass migration from ruralrbmn areas changed China’s social
landscape. The migrant workedgudong nongmin) became 45% of urban populations and
the major driving force (more than 80%) behind émargement and development of urban
areas. Moreover, what should be noted is that n&@do of the entire labour forcea¢dong
li) has contributed to the expanding of the localket?® More specifically, according to a
survey from Fuyang village in Anhui province preehby Sun Liping, 71% of migrant
peasants were people between the ages of 30 arddot®.than 80% of them had received
formal education and been working for more thae fpears. Moreover, and most worrying,
they felt insecure about the future. About 41%eattiming peasants were uncertain about the
future (they answeredhso bu ging, huigu kankan zai shud~urthermore, only 18,97% of
them would return to work as peasants, and aro@@6l Would run a business, work in town-
ships enterprises or factories. Only 1,53% plartoeskrve as local cadrésThis survey has
shown how important the process of urbanizatiohlvélfor China’s future.

This newly formed social classhehui jiejg has been left to its fate without any social
rights. Furthermore, this process has divided Chima ‘developed areas,” mainly in the
coastal part of the country, and ‘still developargas’, in the interic?®

This situation has provoked a discussion on thelpro of the economic growth and eco-
nomic stability. These two things are related hantflicting each other at the same time. The
Ministry of Public Security reported 10,0@@otests throughout the country 1894 58,000
protests in2003 74,000in 2004 and 87,000in 2005%° This situation has been well de-
scribed byCui Zhiyuan, who concluded:

“for Machiavelli power was not divided between texels: the state and the people. Floren-
tine politics was split between three groups: thage (the ‘one’), the nobles (the ‘few’) and
the people (the ‘many’). In today’s China, the améhe CCP, the few are the super-rich, and
the many are the people. Machiavelli shows howotleeand the few can collude against the
many, but also how the one can make common catis¢heipeople against nobility°

In such a situation, according to Hu Angang, thetre¢ authorities should play an advisory,
arbitrative and, finally, controlling role to marethe national economical situation. To his
mind, the government should be capable of takimgpgr measures to stabilize the economy
(wending j). When it comes to the reality of implementatitmtal officials pay less attention
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to environmental and social stability targets ttathe imperative of growth. In Hu's view,
the correlation of party congresses with econonmaecfgpmance has been indisputable.
Namely, the changing leadership has given a newlgegor development. According to his
observations, every two years after the party cesgyrGDP growth has achieved a peak. In
this respect, the party-state role in the econoraglerexplicit references to Keynes’ view on
the active role of the central authorities in nagibfinancial systert After the 18’ Congress

in 2002, Hu accused president Jiang Zemin of bgnogindless. Jiang Zemin presented an
empty promise of building a well-off societyigokang shehi In fact, he mentioned none of
China’s problems and the country has still remaimeder-developed. The Communist Party
of China, in Hu Angang’s view, needs real critangudge the success or failure of building
a well-off society. After 30 years of reforms, tbeuntry has been divided into four parts:
‘one 3C2:hina, four worlds’yi ge Zhongguo, si ge shijieas a popular common saying in China
goes:

The crucial moment for the broadening of criticisinthe government started in 2005,
called ‘a reform year.” In March, Wu Jinglian pulied his critical thesis on Chinese indus-
trialization. Next, in July, Liu Guoguang critic@eChinese economists and party advisers.
Regarding health system reform, the Reform Rese@mutter affiliated to the central gov-
ernment admitted that all reforms introduced dutimg last 20 years have failed. It is also
worth mentioning that the government assumed acsigifal pose and, in September 2005,
the vice minister of Education, Zhang Baoging, pisaved of all tuition fee¥’

In this context, it is important to emphasize thextncontroversial issue that has been
linked to the new property law proposed by the dial People’s Congress. At the end of
2001, the NPC Legal Work Committee Civil Law Diweiformulated a ‘draft for discussion’
based on two sketches prepared by Chinese schademg Huxing from the Chinese Acad-
emy of Social Science Institute of Law and Wang ibgnfrom Renmin University Law
School. In August 2005, Gong Xiantian from the Lasculty of Beijing University wrote an
open letter entitled Property Law draft in violation of the Constitai and deviating from
the basic principle of socialisnThe letter was addressed to Wu Bangguo, the rohairof
the Standing Committee of the NPC. First and forgin@ong asserted that according to the
Chinese Constitutionsocialist public property is sacred and inevitabl®oon after, many
scholars, for instance Yang Lixin, Yang Chaoqiranirthe People’s University and Zou Da-
pei from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciencepstipd his arguments and argued that
the draft of the new law was a distortion of sasral In fact, the major argument of this
newly formed group was not to abandon a privat@gny law, but to guarantee respect for
state and public property. He also wrote that tlop@rty law would accelerate the privatiza-
tion process and promote polarization. In consecgiethe socialism would be betray&.

What was important about the open letter was tbetfeat it was sent to the Chinese par-
liament. As Gong Xiantian has admitted, he decigdeskend the letter for three major reasons.
First of all, the draft of the new law was prepabgdthe NPC Legal Work Committee. Sec-
ondly, the parliament is the only administrativelp@apable of changing the law according
to the Constitution. Lastly, he argued that writiag open letter’ was the best way to com-
municate with the central policy makers in the entrpolitical systeni- Finally, in March
2007, after 13 years of preparing and debatirggptbperty law was passed.

One of the most important factors for the New ligflaoist social justice and ‘mass de-
mocracy.” Economic liberalization has resulted he state’s withdrawal from the economy
and the social welfare network. The New Left acduse CCP leaders of embracing global-
ization, departing from the planned economy andiagpsocial security. The New Left intel-
lectuals advocated a ‘Chinese alternative’ to theliberal market economy, one that would
guarantee the welfare of the country’s 800 millpgasants left behind by recent reforms. In
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connection with this, Cui Zhiyuan has proposed that SOE should pay dividends to the
people directly, not to the government and weadtlies. This process would stop an uncon-
trolled privatization of the Chinese state compsiii¢ie backed up his view citing Western
philosopher and political economist J. S. Mill asttiers and also citing Chinese sociologist
and anthropologist Fei Xiaotong, who was a studémtolish anthropologist Boguslaw Mali-
nowski. Fei realized that ‘to improve the produdewal industry, is not only a matter of
technical improvement but also a matter of so@arganization™ Fei's concept might be
associated with post-Fordism or “flexible speciaiian”, which is exactly what Cui Zhiyuan
advocated®

Considering the problem of the rule of law, the WNEeftist’ thinkers argue that China
needs wider political reforms. According to Cui yian, who has been mentioned above,
democracy is needed because the state must be emgubto take money from interest
groups and rich people. As a matter of fact, hecaed the ‘party’s wishful thinking’ ac-
cording to which the system will be able to survivghout introducing major political re-
forms. Many of China’s problems are the directraliiect products of economic reforms and
political reforms are necessary to correct thenG@isZhiyuan admitted’

One of the alternative ways of development has liakad with Maoist social justice. In
1996, Cui Zhiyuan published a book on the Nanjipesgxnent. The village of Nanjie is lo-
cated in Henan province and it played an impontal& in demonstrating that the mixture of
capitalism and socialism has been possibleeaders in Nanjie created a synthesis of market
and collectivism. They decided to embrace industation instead of agriculture. The basic
principle was based on Chairman Mao’s idea of sedficiency gili gengshengand autar-
chy. The workers are paid average wages but trepravided with free housing, healthcare,
rations of food and even daily bottles of beer. fgor moral welfare is based on Maoist-
style campaigns of ‘criticism and self-criticisi*. To sum up, the experiment followed sev-
eral rules: common prosperitgagngtong fuy)y nobody is allowed to earn money on his own,
nobody is allowed to leave without permission, @oyervision of local cadres is illegal,
people must trust their leaders, and freedom oédpand thought is strictly forbidden. The
major ideology was based on Mao Zedong's Thofight.

Identity crisis, legitimacy and nationalism

Any discussion of nationalism in Chinese politid@course in complicated by the fact that
the concept has yet to have a clear definitioniadatism itself is a ‘fuzzy concept’ used for
different purposes over time. In fact, the risirggionalism is inseparable from the discourse
on modernization and globalizatiéh.

Nationalism in China was revived in the early 199Dse major reasons for the revival
were changes in China in the late 1980s and theffthe Soviet Union and communism in
Eastern Europe beginning in 1991With respect to this problem, Chinese authoritied
intellectuals draw attention to the necessity @oldgy. In fact, the collapse of the ‘Soviet
bloc’ marked the beginning of the wide debates demproblem of national ideolody.

Nevertheless, the reforms that were undertakemenldate 1970s, led by Western-style
modernization, caused a national belief crigiar{ian weij) or identity crisis fentong weij).
This crisis, described by the Chinese Left intéllats, existed among different social groups,
especially among young people. Moreover, the qoesthave been raised by the New Left,
related to the issue of differentiating betweenn@ke civilization and Western civilization.
Making such accusations against globalization ecédithe New Left's support for Chinese
national identity and Chineseness. However, thierdihce between the new discourse of the
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Deng Xiaoping era and the former discourse of tla® Medong era was clear. The discourse
in the 1990s was mainly directed against Chinaimektic modernization in the 198%4t is
necessary to mention that Wang Hui, as an editddaghu,” has admitted that Huntington’s
essay on the clash of civilizations reflected argjrtendency toward Western cultural cen-
trism and stimulated the cultural nationalism irr@h Many Chinese scholars started to think
that China itself is alien to Western cultufés.

In 1992, when Jiang Zemin became a prominent lead&onalism promoted by the New
Left became the dominant subject of dispute amadmgéeSe intellectuals. In his articlRise
of Cultural Nationalism,Chen Xiaomin defined the tendency seen among €3eirscholars
and intellectuals in 1990s to favor national orditianal studies uo xu¢ instead of
Westernized studiesvai xug as the ‘rise of cultural nationalisif’

In the mid 1990s, Chinese intellectuals referrednipao American neo-conservative
concepts. For example, in 1997 Foreign Affairs pahteld an article on the coming conflict
with Mainland China written by Richard BernsteindaRoss Munro -China: The Coming
Conflict with America According to Liu Jun, neoconservatist’'s conside€hina as “the
leading enemy”tbuhao dired.*® Furthermore, he strongly criticized Bill Clintort®ok Be-
tween Hope and Historthat had a clear message: We, Americans, wouttidé&ader, oth-
ers would be our followers in the globalization.gta

At the end of 1990s, Clinton’s administration decido enlarge NATO. Using the slo-
gans of “liberty, peace and democracyiyou, heping, minzuthe U.S. started to interfere in
internal problems in the Balkans — one exampleg&ime Chinese Embassy bombing in May
1999. The Chinese failed to trust their countegrand named the American conceiptgan-
she zhuyi- the new interferencd.The theory of containment was recognized by Neft &

a practice of containment.

‘China Can Say No,” was a widely-read book publshe1996. It written by journalists
Song Qiang, Qin Xiaoying and others. The authoo& tan emotional approach by equating
contemporary circumstances with the post-Opium VBawstion. They called up the colonial
past that represented the following logic: althotigg Cold War is finished, Chinese people
have no choice but to continue the antagonistiecstaf the Cold War because the interna-
tional effort headed by the U.S. is to isolate @hiAs a matter of fact, they described Amer-
ica as a ‘hell of money and individualism.” Moreoyvthey suggested setting fire to Holly-
wood which they deemed a foreign policy tool of d8A>* To sum up, they advised:

“we Chinese should remember the shame brought @hmese in the colonial past®

Soon after ‘China Can Say No’ was published in 189@ng Hui published the article ‘Prob-
lems Concerning Contemporary China’s Ideologicali@ion and the Nature of Moderniza-
tion, > Talking about globalization has been a pretextctiticize ‘liberals’ and ‘neo-
Marxist.” Thus, for instance, full-scale globalimat beyond the nation-state has been consid-
ered a mistake. To give another example, the Neft'sLexpectation of constitutional re-
forms that will balance the alliance between indgional and domestic capital has failed their
beliefs.

China’s intention to join the World Trade Organiaat provoked a discussion among
scholars. As Wang Hui admitted, it is impossildeidentify globalization with a neutral
process. Chinese people, mainly those from the Imiddss, equated globalization with US
capitalist leadership’ In meeting the WTO conditions, China’s way of depenent ¢iji de
zoulu— its own path) might be undermined, there beiggad example in agriculture alone,
where 10 millions workers would have to find work dther sectors? In this respect, the
New Left has shared Samir Amin’s view on the Wartdde Organization:
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“(..)that is a kind of club for the gigantic, muational companies, which dictate their con-
ditions to all parties, whether the former sociatispublics or the developing countrie¥”.

According to Wang Hui, the situation mentioned ayr® Amin fails to fulfill the condition
of providing ‘democracy everywhere’ because inteomal corporations prefer profits to
people. In comparison to the Western political eystChina needs to find its own way of
governing. This idea was introduced by Zhang Rutuparticular, who referred to the social
democracy that was advocated by Zhang Dongsun,gZianmai and Chu Anping in the
1930s. He called to follow “this third path” betweeapitalism and socialism:

“Political democracy and economic democracy muskvagra pair, like the two wheels of a
cart and the two wings of a bird. Without econodemocracy, political democracy will lose
its fundamental meaning; without political demograeconomic democracy could not be
guaranteed. >®

Furthermore, the discussion on globalization browgiout new nationalistic sentiments. In
an interview in 2006, Yang Fan mentioned the inpesbf globalization. In the case of oll
reserves, it is worth remembering that the US apéd hold reserves to last for more than 90
days while China, on the other hand, only hold® @&y reserve. In his view, Chinese needs
to have their own brands that will be recognizedoadl. In terms of being independent,
China needs to have its own technology which shbel@ national property. The last ques-
tion raised in the interview was about those wheeheontrol over Chinese minds and hearts
(danao he xinzagand those who should havefit.

Leading globalization, the American government b@sn strongly criticised. In the view
of Chen Xin, a professor of sociology at the Chen@sademy of Social Science (CASS) in
Beijing, the US would like to keep a dominant piositin international relations altogether:

"If we follow the global system the US created wkalways be a junior player (so) to pro-
tect our interests we need to be independent arke mar own systenf™

It is true that Chinese scholars provoked a radipen discussion on nationalism; yet, the fact
remains that they failed to formulate a standarfthdien of what they were discussing. One
of the attempts was made i@GHina Can Say Nblin the book, Chinese journalists introduced
a division of two types of nationalistminzu ginggan- sentimental nationalism amgiojia
zhuyi— state ideology (state nationalisth).

According to Xiao Gonggqin, ‘cultural nationalismverpasses ‘narrow nationalism — eth-
nics nationalism.” He referred to the nation ag@ater concept aZhonghua minzuyvhich
means not only Chinese people but China as a matitiimal State. This, in fact, should be
based on Confucianismufia) as the foundation of the new nationali& newborn nation-
alism, called Confucianism-nationalism, based adition and collective experiences, would
help to reject modern Western civilization, natiotigintegration and legitimize the power of
the Communist Party of Chin¥ More to the point, Xiao Gonggin claimed that e@onfu-
cianism nationalism fails to be a national ideololgpwever, nationalism might be at least a
‘bonding power’ for society and a working platfo{gongzuo pingtaifor substantiating ‘so-
cialism with Chinese characteristi¢s.’

In fact, a systematic approach to the nationalisas presented by Wang Shaoguang in a
blog-article “Nationalism and Democracy.” He prasitla wide range of definitions, starting
with Israel Berlin. In the context of China, therfong of nationalistic attitudes started as a
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consequence of the Opium Wars. The first brutatainwith the nation-state affected Chi-
nese nationalism for more than a hundred yearsin@agatriotism &iguo zhuyi and
nationalism finzu zhuyias an example, he differentiated between the stiadl the people,
the first being the expression of state sovereiggtywjia zhuqua)) the second - of national
sovereignty ihinzu zhuquajf®

Final remarks

The New Left scholars are very cautious aboutseae of modernity and the future of China.
In the mid 1990s, they argued that during the ttemsl period China needs strong state in-
tervention to build institutional infrastructurerfdemocracy and equality. This ‘new deal’
became a reality on the eve of global crisis whenGhinese government was urged to sup-
port the national economy by stimulating nationama@nd for goods and services products.
On the other hand, they called for strengtheniraggnoots political and economic democracy
and giving priority to the people instead of thedawcracy. In the final analysis, this model
will guarantee socialist market forces. In consegee this shall lead to a policy of equality
and justice, which should constitute the priority the central authorities. In the New Left
discourse, the West has been considered as alspithich judges China's socialist prac-
tices of the past five decades as feudalism inrdaeealize its own goals and purposes. On
the eve of China’s accession to the WTO, all ofghablems with humiliation of China were
present. The Left intellectuals concluded that\thest has tried to betray their ‘motherland’
and, in fact, it has not changed its face since&xpieim Wars.

Considering all the abovementioned problems, tm¢rakauthorities of the People’s Re-
public of China, at the beginning of the New Millémm, have changed their attitudes to-
wards increasing social problems. For the authw, first attempt was taken up by Jiang
Zemin in the 18 Congress report. In November 2002, he admittedaver the next twenty
years China would face a strategic opportunity. Pty that is deeply rooted in Chinese
society would strive for a great revival of the @#8e nationZhonghua minzu weida fuxing
through modernization and by playing a major rolénternational relation® In fact, it was
an answer to ‘pro-nationalistic’ public feelingsialinhad been rising since the mid 1990s.

After the ‘interior group’ finally took power irhe Communist Party of China in 2005,
the government decided to follow the New Left argais to some extent. The fact that Hu
Jintao’s left-leaning scientific development concqexue fazhan guamvas put down in the
party’s constitution on the same level with Mao'sld@eng’s theories could serve as the best
example heré’ Moreover, in 2004, the Plenum called for the ‘Birigy of the socialist har-
monious society.” Two years later, the slogan beram ‘important thought’ that would
shape China’s future. In his concept, Hu Jintaotraead the major problem of Chinese re-
form: inequality and social stratification, and ledl for ‘social justice®® The ‘harmony’
should be based on the traditional values. Fronfdiegjoing decisions it would seem that the
voices of the new nationalism were taken, but nigctly, into account. In 2002, the gov-
ernment applied the new policy toward countrysiskn' nong (three major objects in agri-
culture). This policy was advocated in ‘Du Shu” raige at the end of 199%.Furthermore,
the central authorities took the arguments on nasiadages within society into consideration.
As mentioned above, the issue of the deterioradiopatriotic and moral values had been
raised in March 2006. Hu Jintao, in a rather Coiafnistic manner, presented his ‘Eight
Honors and Eight Disgrace& 'Considering the problem of morality in their offit dis-
course, Hu Jintao and Wen Jiabao referred to tomait values and culture. They took several
initiatives, for instance the 2001 Action Plan tbe Development of Civic Morality and the
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2006 Plan for Cultural DevelopmefltThe CCP itself has raised the problem of moral be-
havior, namely how to stimulate and raise the miena| of the people. On the other hand,
the central government had to follow internationgé¢s e.g. WTO, and finally decided to turn
down all the New Left's arguments on the propeaty.|

Nevertheless, it is worth saying that the rolertéliectuals in the Chinese political sys-
tem has been consistently growing. To some extdfitjals have taken the new ideas com-
ing from various Chinese universities into consadien, still their intellectual power is used
selectively. Undoubtedly, the debate was held mwutction with the period of power transi-
tion inside the CCP. The intra-party struggle gwersonal consensus on the future leadership
had an impact on public discourse. On the one heafahlars expressed their political sympa-
thies, while on the other hand, essential argumeéatsonstrated the differences among the
high-ranking politicians.

To sum up, the discourse presented and analyzedk afpearly stated that the Chinese
leaders — Hu Jintao and Wen Jiabao — face a langeer of problems everywhere and a
number of passed laws, regulations and circulave kaken into account the New Left's ar-
guments. In fact, the central leadership has Idaont the history of the late 1980s that any
blockade of intellectual thoughts may result iremil turbulence as Chinese provesiater
can carry the boat, as well as overturh {shui ke zai zhou, yi ke fu zhqaredicts. To avoid
such a situation, they entered into a discussiahteaad to make good use of the Chinese
intellectuals’ power. However, in spite of the giogvinterrelationship between intellectuals
and policy-makers, China’s reforms are still atrassroads, and all aspects are still being
worked through.
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